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DR. WAYLAND ON OBEDIENCE TO THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE. 

We cannot, injustice to our own feelings, or to the subject itself, quote 
much from this admirable pamphlet, containing three sermons originally 
preached to the students of Brown University, without giving pretty large 
extracts, in order to present the full force and precise bearing of the 
author's argument. The work ought to be studied by every Christian, 
and its principles wrought into his habits and character. We quote, at 
present, on a single topic : — 

HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD RESIST WRONG IN GOVERNMENT. 

Suppose a nation has given us cause of offence; a disciple of Christ must 
ask himself, Can I be a party to measures which seek for the redress of griev- 
ance, by means of the slaughter of tens of thousands of innocent persons, 
and the destruction of hundreds of millions of treasure, treasure earned 
by the bone and sinew of my fellow-men, whether friends or enemies? 
Could I, in a matter of private grief, pursue my revenge in a similar 
manner? Every Christian, in the solitude of the closet, in the presence 
of his God. is bound to ask all these questions, and to answer them for 
himself. He must put far away from him the prejudice of sectional in- 
terests ; he must close his ears to the mandates of a political party, and 
calmly and resolutely form his opinions in the sight of the omniscient 
God, and in the full conviction that the result to which he shall arrive, 
will meet him again in the day when the secrets of men's hearts shall be 
revealed. 

And now supposing, that after such a review, a Christian shall be con- 
vinced that the acts of his government are in violation of the compact 
from which all authority emanates, or at variance with the moral law 
which Christ has revealed to our race, what then shall he do ? I answer, as 
a Christian, a citizen, and a freeman, he cannot be guiltless unless he put 
forth all his social and constitutional influence to prevent or to arrest it. 

If it be asked by what means can this be done, the answer is at hand. 
Having formed his opinions in obedience to moral principle, let him 
■ freely and fearlessly express them. It is thus alone that a virtuous and 
independent public opinion can be formed. We are bound to do this in 
obedience to the dictates of humanity. He who possesses knowledge 
which he believes to be valuable to the community, is under obligation to 
divulge it. The command of our Lord has made this our duty, under the 
most imperative sanction. 'What I have told you in darkness that speak 
ye in the light ; and what ye hear in the ear that preach ye on the house- 
tops, and fear not those that kill the body.' And, indeed, unless this be 
done, by what means shall truth and righteousness make progress in the 
world ? The wicked labor without ceasing to extinguish moral light ; 
and if we, to whom its custody has been committed, hide it under a 
bushel, instead of placing it upon a candlestick, we betray the cause of 
truth, and by our silence declare our willingness that it be banished from 
the earth. 

And here I may add, that, in a free government like our own, this 
manly avowal of our adherence to right, and our opposition 1o evil, would 
commonly render a resort to other measures comparatively needless. The 
good men among us — and under this term I mean to include all men of 
virtuous sentiments, whether they profess themselves the disciples of 
Christ or not — have it perfectly in their power, by the calm and decided 
expression of their moral convictions, 1o direct the destinies of this nation. 
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There never has existed, and there never can exist, either an administra- 
tion or a political party, that would dare to trifle with the uttered senti- 
ments of the men of principle in the United States. Were such an act 
done but once, there would be small temptation to repeat the insult. If 
you ask me why it is, then, that public wrongs are so frequently done, and 
the doers of them held scatheless, I answer, it is because those sentiments are 
not uttered. There exists among us a fear of avowing our moral sentiments 
upon political questions, which seems to me as servile as it is unaccount- 
able. It envelopes society like a poisoned atmosphere. It is invisible and 
intangible ; but every virtuous sentiment that breathes it grows torpid, 
loses consciousness, gasps feebly, and dies. To this result every man 
contributes who withholds the expression of his houest indignation on 
every occasion of public wrong-doing. 

But the mere expression of our moral sentiments, by no means dis- 
charges us from the responsibility which rests upon us as Christian Citi- 
zens. Our sentiments are worthless, not to say savoring of hypocrisy, 
unless they lead us to correspondent action. When we believe aa act to 
be wrong, we have no more right to appoint a man to office, who, as we 
believe, will perform it, than we have to perform it ourselves. For such 
a man we cannot, with a good conscience, vote. By refusing to vote for 
such a man. we in part deliver ourselves from the guilt of wrong-doing. 
But we must go farther. We must not merely have no part in wrong- 
doing, we must see to it that wrong be not done. We must use all inno- 
cent, constitutional means to secure the doing of right. We must choose 
men to represent us whom we believe to be governed by moral principle, 
who will act in the fear of God, and who will love right and justice and 
mercy better than personal aggrandizement or political power. By this I 
do not mean that we should limit our selection to any religious sect, or to 
the professors of any form of belief. Far from it. AH that I claim is, 
that we shall choose men who will represent the moral, as well as the 
political sentiments of this nation. A virtuous man has certainly a right 
to demand, that his moral feelings be not outraged by the public agent 
whom he appoints. If we sternly enforce this demand, we ourselves shall 
be innocent, and the republic will be safe. 

But suppose that our honest efforts thus put forth are ineffectual, and a 
course of public wrong-doing has been actually commenced ; what is then 
our duty ? I reply ; the fact that our country has commenced a course of 
wrong-doing, in no manner whatever alters the moral character of the ac- 
tion. The greater the numberof persons combined to perpetrate injury, the 
greater the wickedness, and the more interminable the mischief. A nation 
seems a vast and magnificent conception to us the children of yesterday ; 
but it is otherwise with 'Him who sitteth on the circle of the earth, and 
the inhabitants thereof are like grasshoppers ; who taketh up the isles as a 
very little thing, and before whom all nations are counted as less than 
nothing, and vanity.' What then is the will of a nation in comparison 
with the command of Almighty God, and what can be the measure of that 
impiety which exclaims, 'our country, whether right or wrong,' that is, 
our country, in defiance of the Eternal One himself. Every virtuous 
man must shrink back with trembling from so glaring an impiety, and 
look with abhorrence upon a cause which requires such sentiments 
to sustain it. If his country has done or is doing wrong, be must bold- 
ly and fearlessly express his opinion of the transaction. He must use 
all the constitutional power which he possesses, in order to bring the pub- 
lic wickedness to a close. Were the good men of this nation thus to 
unite, national wickedness among us would be of very limited duration. 

But this is not all. While the wrong-doing is in progress, we are bound 
to have no farther participation in it than our social condition renders in- 
dispensable. The punishment which God inflicts upon the nation for its 
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enme, we must bear in common with our fellow-citizens. This we can- 
not, avoid, and we must bear il manfully and uncomplainingly. But we can 
go no farther. We may have no share in the gains of iniquity. A good 
man can arm no privateers against his brethren of another nation, because 
his government has styled them his enemies. He can loan no money to 
government, no matter how advantageous the terms of investment, in 
order to carry on an iniquitous war. He can undertake no contracts by 
which he may become rich out of the wages of unrighteousness. He may 
not say, if 1 do not reap these gains, other men will reap them. They are 
the gains of wickedness, and let the wicked have them. If a good man 
believe that moral principle is better than gold, this is precisely the occa- 
sion on which he is called upon to show his faith by his works. The 
only question for a conscientious man to ask is this, Is the public act wrong 
in the sight of God ? If it be wrong, he must have nothing to do with it, 
and he can no more innocently aid it with his capital, than with his person- 
al service. 

But it may be said, that a course of conduct like this, would destroy all 
political organizations, and render nugatory the designations in which we 
have for so very long prided ourselves. If this be all the mischief that is done, 
the republic, I think, may very patiently endure it. The voice of history 
has surely spoken in vain, if it has not taught us that political parties have 
ever been combinations for the purposes of personal aggrandizement, ad- 
vocating or denouncing whatever political principles would best subserve 
the selfish objects, which alone gave efficiency to their organization. And 
besides this, if a disciple of Christ has learned to value his political party 
more highly than he does truth, and justice, and mercy, it is surely time 
that bis connection with it were broken off. Let him learn to surrender 
party for moral principle, and stand forth, though he stand alone, the friend 
of righteousness. Let all good men do this, and they will form a party by 
themselves ; — a party, acting in the fear of God, and sustained by the arm 
of omnipotence. Let the moral principle of this country only find an utter- 
ance, and party organizations would quail before its rebuke. How often 
have we seen a combination, insignificant in point of numbers, breaking 
loose from the trammels of party, and uniting in the support of a single 
principle, hold the balance ot power between contending parties, and wield 
the destinies of either at its will. Let virtuous men, then, unite on the 
ground of universal moral principle, and the tyranny of party will be crushed. 
Were the virtuous men of this country to carry their moral sentiments 
into practice, and act alone, rather than participate in the doing of wrong, 
all parties would fiom necessity submit to their authority; and the acts of* 
the nation would become a true exponent of the moral character of our 
people. 



ALBERT GALLATIN ON THE FINANCES OF THIS WAR. 

This venerable Statesman, once a leading champion of Democracy, has 
issued another pamphlet respecting the Mexican war, to show its bearings 
on the financial interests of the country. We have room for only a few 
extracts. 

Capital. — He begins with some general and very just remarks on the 
acquisition of capital, and shows that most of the surplus capital in this 
country is already invested, and cannot, therefore, be used as a circulating 
medium, or for the prosecution of this war. 
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